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'CounTRYMEN AND BRETHREN; = 
FT WOULD gladly have declin'd an-honor 
to which I find myſelf -unequal* I have 
* the Calmneſs and impartiality which 
the infinite importance of this occcaſion de- 
mands. I will not deny the Charge of my 
Enemies that Reſentment for the accumula- 
ted Injuries of our Country, and an Ardour 
for her Glory, riſing to Enthuſiaſm, may de- 


prive me of that accuracy of Judgment and 


expreſſion which Men of cooler paſſions may 


poſſeſs. - Let me beſeech you then to hear 


me with Caution ; to examine without pre- 


judice, and to correct the miſtakes into which 


I PA be hurried by Dy. Leal. 


Truth loves an wand to the common ſenſe 
of Mankind. Your unperverted Underſtand- 
ings can beſt determine on ſubjects of a prac- 


tical Nature. The Poſitions and! Plans which 
= are 


* 
4 


are ſaid to be = the „ of the l 
MNMultitude may be always ſuſpected to be viſi- 


onary and fruitleſs. He who made all Men hath 
made the truths neceſſary to buman happi- 
nels obvious to all. 


3 ; | f 


Our Fre- Fathers threw off the Yoke of . 


Popery i in Religion; for you is reſerved the 
honor of levelling the popery of Politicks. 
They open'd the Bible to all, and maintain d 
the Capacity of every Man to judge for him- 


ſelf in Religion. Are we ſufficient for the 


comprehenſion of the ſublimeſt ſpiritual 
Truths, and unequal to material and tempo- 
ral ones? Heaven hath truſted us with the 


ö management of things for Eternity, and 


Man denies us ability to judge of the preſent, 
or to know from our feelings and experience 


| what will make us happy.—“ Lou can diſ- 


< cern, ſay they, objects diſtant and remote, 
E but cannot perceive thoſe within your 
cc graſp.” '—Let us have the diſtribution of 
« preſent Goods, and cut out, and manage 


« as you pleaſe, the intereſts of futurity.”— 
This 


— . ˙ ri Do 


"£61 


This day, I truſt, the reign of political p pro- 
teſtantiſm will commence. We have ex- 
plor d the temple of Royalty, and found 
that the Idol we have bow'd down to has 
Eyes which ſee not, Ears that hear not our 
Prayers, and a heart like the nether Mill- 
Stone *. —We have this day reſtored the 
jt Sovereign 
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The homage that is paid in ſome Countries to 
Monarchs and their fayourites is diſgraceful to hu- 
manity. Should one of my honeſt Countrymen be 
ſuddenly conveyed to an European Court, he would 
fancy himſelf admitted into ſome heathen Temple. 


| The policy of Courtiers ſeems to have been to render 


their Sovereigns as dependent on themſelves as poſh- 


| ble, by accuſtoming them to hear with their Ears, 


ſee with their Eyes, and perform the moſt common 
offices with their Aſſiſtance and under their direction: 
like the cunning of Prieſts who labour to place them- 
ſelves between the Deity and Mankind, and to make 
themſelves the only channels of Communication be- 


tween Earth and Heaven, Such Monarchs reſemble 
Rabelais's Queen who never chew'd any thing ; not 


that her teeth were not good and ſtrong, and that her 
food did not require maſtication, but ſuch was the 
indiſpenſible ceremonial of her Court ; Her officers 

= | took 
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| Sovereign to whom alone Men ought to be 

| obedient; - He reigns in Heaven, and with 

a propitious Eye beholds his Subjects affum-! 

ing that freedom of thought, and dignity of 

ſelt· direction, which he beſtowed on them, 

From the riſing to the Letting Sun, may is 
Kingdom come. 


* 


Having been a Slave to the influence of 
Opinions early acquired, and diſtinctions ge- 
* naerally received, I am ever inclined not to 
bb deſpiſe - but pity thoſe who are yet in 
= darkneſs: But to the Eye of Reaſon, what 
_ can be more clear, than that all Men have 
5 an equal right to Happineſs ? Nature made 
BH 90 other diſtinction than that of higher or 
* lower degrees: of power of Mind and Body ; 
A 1 5 But while * diſtribution of Cha- 
g | JJ racter 


. * 
* * 
— 


took her meat and chew'd it nobly, having their 
mouths lin'd with crimſon Sattin, and their teeth 
caſed over with fine white Ivory, after this they paſs'd 
it into her ſtomach by a golden pipe: For the ſame 
Reaſon we are told, ſhe never went to ſtool but by 


Proxy Rabelais lib. 5, 


77 tal than Prieſt· craft, introduced ah 


"me 


rater has the craft of Stateſmen, more fas 


phate to their doctäae, the Offering 
of perhaps the lewd Embraces of a ſucceſs- 
ful Invader, ſhall from generation to gene- 
ration arrogate the right of laviſhing on their 
pleaſures a proportion of the fruits of the 
Earth, more than ſufficient to ſupply the wants 
of thouſands of their fellow creatures; claim 
authority to manage them like beaſts of Bur- 
then, and without ſuperior induſtry, capacity, 
or Virtue, nay though diſgraceful to huma- 
nity by their i Ignorance, intemperance, and 
brutality, ſhall be deem'd beſt calculated to 
frame Laws, and to conſult for the welfare 
of e 


Were the talents and Virtues, which Hea- 
ven has beſtowed on Men, given merely to 
make them more obedient drudges, to be ſa- 
crificed to the follies and ambition of a few ? 
Or were not the noble Gifts ſo equally diſ- 
penſed with a divine purpoſe and Law, that 
| they 
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A they ſhould as nearly. as poſſible be 3 
exerted, and the bleſſings of Providence be 


equally enjoyed by all? Away then with thoſe 


abſurd Syſtems, which, to gratify the pride of 
a few, debaſe the greateſt part of our ſpecies 
below the order of Men! What an affront 
to the King of the Univerſe, to maintain that 
the bappineſs of a monſter ſunk in debauch- 


ery and ſpreading deſolation and murder 


among Men, of a Caligula, a Nero, or a 


Charles, is more precious in his ſight; than 


that of Millions of his ſuppliant Creatures 


ho do juſtice, love Mercy, and walk hum- 


bly with their God !—No! in the judgment 


of Heaven there is no other ſuperiority among 


men, than a ſuperiority in Wiſdom and Vir- 
tue. And can we have a ſafer model in form- 
ing ours? The Deity then has not given any 


arder or Family of Men authority over others, 


and if any Men have given it, they only 
could give it for themſelves. Our F ore-Fa- 
thers, tis ſaid, conſented to be ſubject to the 
Laws of Great Britain. I will not at preſent 


diſpute it nor mark out the Limits and Con- 
ditions 


(7) 


ditions of their ſubmiſſion ; but will it be dea 
nied that they contracted to pay obedience, 
and to be under the controul of Great Britain, 

becauſe it appear d to them moſt beneficial in 
their then preſent Circumſtances and Situa- 
tion? We, my Countrymen, have the ſame 
right to conſult and provide for our happineſs, 
which they had to promote theirs. If they 
had a view to poſterity in their Contracts, it 
muſt have been to advance the felicity of their 
Deſcendants. If they err'd in their expecta- 
tions and proſpects, we can never be con- 
demned for a Conduct which they would 
have recommended, had they foreſeen our 
preſent condition. a 


Ve Darkners of Counſel, who would 
make the property, lives, and Religion of 
Millions depend on thecevalive interpretations 
of muſty parchments—who would ſend us 
to antiquated Charters of uncertain and con- 
tradictory meaning, to prove that the preſent | 
generation are not bound to be Victims to 


cruel * unforgivingDeſpotiſm—tell us, whe- 
ther 
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* ) 
ther. our pious and generous Ang: e. 
queathed to us the miſerable privilege. of 
having the rewards of our: honeſt induſtry, 
the fruits of thoſe fields which they zurchaſed 
and bled for, wreſted from us at the will of | 
Men over whom we havg no check? Did 
they contract for us that, with folded Arms, 
we ſhould expect that Juſtice and Mercy 
from brutal and inflamed invaders, which 
had been denied to our ſupplications at the 
foot of the throne? Were we to hear our 
Character as a People ridiculed with indiffer- 
= ence? Did they promiſe for us that our meck- 
= - : neſs .and Patience ſhould be inſulted, our 

| | Coaſts harraſſed, our Towns demoliſh'd and 
| © plunder'd, and our wives and offspring ex- 
peoſed to nakedneſs, hunger and Death, with- 
1 5 out our feeling the reſentment of Men, and 
1 exertingt hoſe powers of ſelf-· preſervation which 
| 1 So has given us? — No Man had once a 
greater veneration for Engliſhmen than I en- 
3 1 tertain d; They were dear to me as branches 
i of the {ame parental Tzunk, and partakers of 


the ſame Religion 1 Laws: I ſtill view 
with 


r 
* 2 
1 
. 


5 't 9 1 
with re dect the remains oFithe Conf tation 
as I would a lifeleſs Body which had once 


been anitated by a great and heroic Soul; 


But when I: am rouſed by the din of Arms; 
when T behold Legions of foreign Aſſaſſins 
paid by Engliſhmen to embrue their hands 
in our blood; when 1 tread over the uncof= 
find Bones of my Countrymen, Neighbours, 
and friends, when I ſee the locks of a Vener- 
able Father torn by ſavage hands, and a 
feeble Mother claſping her infants to her 
Boſom; and on her knees imploring their 
Lives from her own Slaves whom Engli/bmen 
have allured to Treachery and Murder; 
When I behold my Country; once the ſeat 
of Induſtry, peace, and plenty, chang'd by 
Engliſhmen to a Theatte of Blood, and miſery, 
Heaven forgive me, If I cannot root ont thoſe 
paſſions which it has implanted in my Boſom, 
and deteſt ſubmiſſion to a People who have 
either ceaſed to be human, or have not Virtue 
enough to feel their own wretchedneſs and 


ſervitude, 


Men 
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Men who content ha with the 


ſemblance of Truth and a diſplay of Words, 
talk much of our Obligations to Great Britain 


— 


for Protection: Had ſhe a fingle Eye to our 


Advantage? A Nation of ſhop keepers are 
very ſeldom ſo diſintereſted. Let us not be 
ſo amuſed with words; the extenſion of her 
Commerce was her object. When ſhe de- 


fended our Coaſts, ſhe fought for ber Cuſ- 
tomers, and convoyed our Ships loaded with 
wealth, which we had acquired jor her by 


our Induſtry. She has treated us as Beaſts 


of Burthen, whom the Lordly Maſters che- 
Tiſh that hey may carry a greater load. Let 


us enquire alſo againſt whom ſhe has protect- 
ed us? Apaioſt her cn Enemies with whom 


we had no quarrel, or only on her account, 
and againſt whom we always readily exerted 
our wealth and ſtrength when they were 


required. Were theſe Colonies backward in 


giving Aſſiſtance to Great Britain when they 


were call'd upon, in 1739, to aid the ex- 
pedition againſt Carthagena ? They at that 


time ſent 3000 men to * the Britiſh Army, 


altho' 


— 


35 
. 
altho' oy” War commenced without their 


* of * l uh 
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But ph 1ſt War 'tis ſaid, Was FRY 
Airſet. This is a vulgar Error, which 
like many others has gained credit by being 
confidently repeated. The diſpute - be- 
tween the Courts of Great Britain and France 
related to the Limits of Canada and Nova 
Scotia. The controverted territory was not 
claimed by any in the Colonies, but by the 
Crown of Great Britain. It was therefore 
their own Quarrel. The infringement of a 
right which England had, by the treaty of 
Utrecht, of trading in the Indian Country of 
Ohio, was another Cauſe of the war. The 
French ſeized large Quantities of Britiſh Ma- 
nufacture, and took poſſeſſion of a Fort 
which a Company of Britiſh Merchants and 
Factors had erected for the ſecurity of their 
Commerce. The war was therefore}, waged 
in defence of Lands claimed by the Crown, 
and for the Protection of Britiſo Property. 
The French at that time had no quarrel with 

Awercs; 
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From their Commander i in Chief to ſome. 


xefica ; and, as appears by Letters 


the Colonies, wiſhed to remain in Peace with 

- The part therefore which we then took, 
= the Miſeries-to which we expoſed our- 
ſelyes, ought to be charged to our Affection 


5 for Britain. Theſe Colonies granted more 


than. their. proportion to the ſupport of the 
ar. They raiſed; cloathed, and maintained 


4 3 * 


nearly 2 5,000 Men, and ſo ſenſible were 


the People of England of our great exertions, 
| that A Meſſage was annually ſent to the Houſe 


' of Commons, purpor ting, 9 that his Majeſty, | 


t being highly ſatisfied of the Zeal and Vigor 
te with which his faithful Subjects i in North 
a America had exerted themſelves, i in lesende 


c of his Majeſty's juſt rights and Poſſeſſions, 
ce recommended it to the Houſe, to take 


te the ſame into conſideration, and enable 


t him to give them a e Compenſa- 
tion 


Bot What purpoſe can Arguments of this 
20 anſwer ? * the e protection we received 
. annul 
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| 6 13 5 
annul dur rights as Men, and lay us Une 
an Obligation of being miſerable? Whd 
among you, my Countrymer 
ther would claim Authority to make your 
child à Slave e yon had rouriſhed hn 
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requires a return infinitely more valuable than 


any thing it could have beſtowed ; that de- 


mands, as a reward for à defence of bur 
Property, 4 ſurrender of thoſe ineſtimable 


privileges, 1 to the Arbitrary will of vindictive 
Tyrants, which alone give value to that 


our I 


* 


| Political its and Public Happineſs are 


different Words for the ſame Idea. They 
who wander into metaphyſical Labyrinths, 
or have recourſe to original Contracts, to de- 


termine the Rights of Men, either impoſe on 


themſelves or mean to delude others. Public 
Utility is the only certain Criterion: It is a 


teſt — brings GY to a ſpeedy 9 
and 


en that is a Fas 
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their mutual advantage. Hence the good 


© of l has obliged M Men 
to uſe N drawn from this principle 
who were combating it in Practice and ſpecu- 


lation. The Advoc ates for a Deſpotic Govern- 
3 ment, and non: reſiſtance to the Magiſtrate 


| Reaſons in favor of their Syſtems 
drawn from a-Confideration of _ Tenden- 


We to re en N : 
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11 The Author of nature directs all his ope- 


'rarions to the production of the greateſt 
good, and has made human Virtue to con- 


ſiſt in a diſpoſition and conduct which tends 


to the common felicity of his Creatures. 
An abridgement of the natural freedom of 
man, by the inſtitution of Political Societies 


a ene only on . foot. 


How 3 8 is ; it to a Arguments 


"lb the nature of Civil Society for the anni- 


hilation of thoſe very ends, which Society 
was intended to procure. Men aſſociate for. 


and 


— bappiheſb of: Wh Members, chat is 
the Majority of the Members of any State, 
is the great Standard by which every thing 
relating to that State muſt finally be deter- 
mined: And though it may be ſuppoſed 
that a Body of People may be bound by a 
voluntary reſignation (which they have been 
ſo infatuated as to make) of all their intereſts 

to a ſingle Perſon, or to a few, it can never 
be conceived that the reſignation is obligatory 
to their Poſterity; becauſe it is manifeſtly 

contrary to the good of the Whole that it 

1 be ſo. 


Theſe are the ſentiments of hy win and 
moſt Virtuous Champions of Freedom.—At- 
tend to a portion on this ſubject from a Book 
in our defence, written, I had almoſt ſaid 
by the pen of Inſpiration. I lay no ſtreſs,” 
ſays he, © on Charters, they derive their 
e rights from a higher ſource, It is incon- 
« ſiſtent with Common Senſe to imagine 
« that any people would ever think of ſet- 
« tling in a diſtant Country, on any ſuch 
| Condition 


WEE 


92 Bos praparty, and have power to. ſubs 


i: % ject them to any modes of Government 


 < they pleaſed. And had there been expreſs 5 
15 «ſtipulations to thi purpoſe i in all the Char- 
« ters. of the Colonies, they would, in my 

my opinion be no more bound by them; 
| « than if it had been ſtipulated with them: 
ee that they ſhould go naked, or expoſe; 
« themſelves to the Incurſions of Wolves | 
and Tygers.” 5 


Such are the opinions of every vittuous 
and enlightened Patriot in Great Britain. 
Their Petition to Heaven i is, — „ that there 
Sa may be one free Country left upon earth, 
« to which they may fly, when venality, lax- 
* ury and vice, ſhall have compleated the 
2 ruin of Liberty there,” is” 


" enge then, my Countrymen] our Con- 
teſt is not only whether we ourſelves ſhall be 
free, but whether there ſhall be left to Man- 
* an Ay lum on Earth, for civil and re- 


ligious 


es 
SN 
het 


. 


N © 17 4 1 
non, Liberty [en  Diſuniſfinl therefore the 
Juſiice of our Cauſe as inconteſtable, the only 
queſtion is, what is be? for us to purſue i in 
our e Circumſtances * | 


The Dodtrine 4 8 on Great Bit 


tain is, I believe- generally exploded; but as 


I would attend to the honeſt weakneſs of 
the ſimpleſt of men, you will pardon me if 
I offer a few words on that ſubject. 


We are now on this Continent, to the 
aſtoniſhment of the world, three Millions of 
Souls, united' in one common Cauſe, We 
have large Armies well diſciplined and ap- 
pointed, with Commanders inferior to none 
in military ſkill, and ſaperior i in Activity and 


zeal We are furniſh'd with Arſenals and 
Stores beyond our moſt ſanguine expectations, 
and foreign Nations are waiting to crown our 


ſucceſs by their Alliances. There are inſtan- 
ces of, I wouid ſay, an almoſt aſtoniſhing 
Providence in our favour; our Succeſs has 
ſtagger d our Enemies, and almoſt given 
. „ „ Bn 
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| 25 Faith 165 Infidels: est we WN * lay 
N it is not our own Arm which has faved 


*. as „ 1 1 » 10 „ « 
us. „ 


The hand of 83 appears to * led 


= s T: us on to be perhaps humble Inſtruments, and 
means in the great providential diſpenſation 


thy is ——— We have fled from 


leſt — periſh and een a eee of 


Infamy and deriſion to the World: For can 


we ever expect more unanimity, and a better 
preparation for defence; more infatuation of 


Council among our Enemies, and more va- 
lour and Zeal among ourſelves. The ſame 


force and Reſiſtance which are ſufficient to 


 Procure us our Liberties will ſecure us a glo- 


rious Inde pendance and ſupport us in the dig- 


5 nity of Free, imperial States. We cannot 
N ſuppoſe that our Oppoſition has made a cor- 


rupt and diffipated Nation more friendly to 


America, or created in them a greater reſpect 


for the rights of Mankind. We can there- 
fore expect a reſtoration and eſtabliſhment of 
i — * dur 


0 19 * 1 
our privileges, and a compenſation for the ; 
injuries we. have received, from their want 
of power, from their fears, and not from 
their Virtues. The unanimity and Valour 
which will effect an -honourable peace, can 
render a future · conteſt for our liberties un- 
neceſſary. He who has ſtrength to chain 
down the Wolf is a madman, if he lets him 


looſe, without drawing his teeth and paring 
his nails, 


From the day on which an accommoda- 
tion takes place between England and Ame- 
rica, on any other terms than as Independent 
States, 1 ſhall date the ruin.of this Country. 
A politic Miniſter will ſtudy to lull us into 
ſecurity by granting us the full extent of our 
- petitions, The warm ſunſhine of Influence 
would melt down the virtue, which the vio- 
lence of the ſtorm rendered more firm and 
unpielding. 8 


In a ſtate of tranquility, wealth and lux- 
ury, our Deſcendants would forget the arts 
. E of 


— 


* 


i 


. "0 


ol war, and the noble activity and zeal which 


e made their anceſtors invincible —Every art 


of corruption would be employed to looſen 
the Bond of Union which renders our Re- 
ſiſtance formidable. —When the Spirit of Li- 
berty, which now animates our hearts and gives 
ſucceſs to our Arms, is extinct, our Num- 
bers will accelerate our Ruin, and render us 


_ caber Victims to dn N 


Temporary tumults and civil Wars may give much 
diſturbance to rulers, but they do not conſtitute the 
real misfortunes of a people, who may even enjoy ſome 
reſpite, while they are diſputing who ſhall play the Ty- 
rant over them. It is from their permanent ſituation. 


that their real proſperity or calamity muſt ariſe ; when 


all ſubmit tamely to the yoke, then it is that all are 
periſhing; then it is that their Chiefs, deſtroying 
them at their eaſe ub; folitudinem faciunt pacem appel- 


tant, — When the intrigues of the Miniſtry agitated the 
'the Kingdom of France, and the coadjutor of Paris 


carried a poignard in his pocket to Parliament, all 
this did not hinder the bulk of the French nation from 
growing numerous and enjoying themſelves in happi- 

1 neſs 


„ 

Fe abandoned Minions of an infatuated 
Miley; if peradventure any ſhould 
remain among us Remember that : a War- « 
ren and Montgomery are numbered among 
the dead. Contemplate the mangled Bo. 
dies of your. Countrymen—and then ſay, . 
: What ſhould be the reward of ſuch. Sacri- 
fices ?—Bid us and our Poſterity bow the 
knee, ſupplicate the Friend(hip, and plow, 
and ſow, and reap to glut the Avarice of the 
Men who have let looſe on us the Dogs of 


War to riot in our Blood, and hunt us from 


the Face of the Earth —I * love wealth 
better 


: * 


1 


* 


* 
——_— * a. 
—_—— — —— _ — — — — 1. 


neſs and at their eaſe. Ancient Greece flouriſhed in 
the midſt of the moſt crue] Wars: human blood was 
ſpilt in torrents, and yet the Country ſwarmed with? | 
inhabitants.—It appears, ſays Machiavel, that in 
the midſt of Murthers, proſcriptions, and civil Wars, 
our Republic became only the more powefful: the 
Virtue of the Citizens, their Manners, their Inde- 
pendence, had-a greater effect to ſtrengthen it, than 
all its diſſentions had to weaken it. A little Agita- 
tion gives Vigour to the mind, and Liberty, not Peace, 


is the real fource of the pr Merliy of our Spectes. 
"M J. Rouſſeau. 


t v t upon y you, © 
at ye were our | ease kene N 


* * 


„ „ 


5 To unite the Supremacy of Great Bri» 
" tain and the Liberty of America, is utterly | 
ble. So vaſt a Continent and at ſuch 
à Diſtance from the Seat of Empire, will 
day grow more unmanageable, The 
of ſo unweildy a Body cannot be di- 
rected with any diſpatch and uniformity 
| without committing to the Parliament of 


2 


reat Britain, Powers inconſiſtent with our 


Freedom. The Authority and force which 


would be abſolutely neceſſary for the pre- 
ſervation of the Peace and good order of this 
Continent, would put all our valuable Rights 


N% * 


ithin the Reach of that N ation. 


* 
2 * 
* 


As the Adminiſtration of Government-r re- '# ä 
quires firmer and more numerous ſupports i in 
proportion to its extent, the Burdens impoſed 

on us would be exceſſive, and we ould, hr 
Have the melan choly proſpect of their in- | 
creaſing on our Poſterity. The Scale of Of- | 
ficers from the rapacious and needy Com- 7 
miſfioner to the haughty Governor, and from | 
the Governor with his hungry train, to . 5 
haps a licentious and Prodigal Vicer 


2 4 * Key 


muſt be upheld by you and your Children. 
| — The Fleets and Armies. Which Will. be | 
employed to filence your murmurs * 


Complaints muſt be i by the fruits ER 
. of * n 5 1 
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"And yet with all this ha of «is g 
expence and powers of Government, the. 
Adminiſtration of it at ſuch a diſtance and 
over ſo extenſive a territory, muſt neceſſarily 

fail of x putting the Laws into vigorous execu- 
tion, removing private oppreſſions, and 
forming plans for the advancement of Agri- 
culture and Commerce, and preſerving me 
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ofteri 


of Bloody 
In -pendance for which 
it. . Iti is therefore injuſtice and cruelt 
and would tam} 
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Seen 


An 


in an! tolerable 


peace a 
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ity retain any Spark... of Pa- 
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they can never tamely ſubmit to 
Burthens. This Country will be. made 
Contention till 1 


* 


it gains 


Nature formed 


„* 


* 3 


cehour. 


8 with the cha- 


ry 
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* 
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: 


er of baſeneſs and cowardice, to leave the 


* 


Ivation of this Coun 
em with accumulated a difficulty 


* 


Prejudice I confeſs may warp our Judg- 
Let us hear the deciſion of Engliſb- 
Subject, who cannot be ſu 
ed of partly. — The Americans, 
e are but little ſhort of half our num 


To this number they have grown from 
hall Body of original Settlers by a ver 
Increaſe. - The probability i Is that the 
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to be worked out. b 
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ſpect- 


lay, 
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ig 


very 


will go on to- increaſe ; and that, i in 500 or 60 
4 | years, 


- % 1 
0 
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Jn 
3 4 
n 


6 a5 ) 
years, they wall be dauble our Number ; and 
form a mighty Empire, conſiſting of a Vari- 
ety of States all equal or ſuperior to our- 
ſelves in all the Arts and accompliſhments 


which give dignity and happineſs to human 
Life. In that petiod will they be ſtill bound 


to acknowledge that Supremacy over them 


which we now claim? Can there be any 
Perſon who will aſſert this, or whoſe mind 
does not revolt at the Idea of a vaſt Conti 
nent, holding all that is valuable to it, at the 
diſcretion” of a handful of People on the 
Other ſide the Atlantic ? But if at that Period 
this would be unreaſonable ; what makes it 
otherwiſe now ? Draw the Line if you Can, 
But there is ſtill a greater difficulty. 


Britain is now, T <oill ſuppoſe, the Seat of 


Liberty and Virtue ; and its Legiſlature con- 


liſts of a Body of able and independent Men, 
who govern with wiſdom and juſtice. The 
time may come when all will be reverſed: 
when its excellent Conſtitution of Govern- 


ment will be ſubverted ; when preſſed by 
E "Mis 


e TY 
{deb and taxes, it will be greedy to draw to 
itſelf an increaſe of revenue from every diſ- 
tant province, in order to eaſe its own bur- 
dens: When the Influence of the Crown, 
ſtrengthened by luxury and an univerſal pro- 
fligacy of manners, will have tainted every 
heart, broken down every fence of liberty, 
and rendered us a Nation of tame and con- 
tented vaſſals : When a general Election will 
be nothing but a general Auction of Bo- 
roughs; and when the Parliament, the 
grand Council of the Nation, and once the 
faithful Guardian of the State, and a terror 
to evil Miniſters, will be degenerated into a 
body of Sycophants, dependent and venal, 
always ready to confirm any meaſures, and 
little more than a public Court for regiſter- 
ing royal Edicts.— Such it is poſſible, may, 
ſome time or other, be the ſtate of Great 
Britain. What will at that period be the 
duty of the Colonies? Will they be till 
bound to unconditional ſubmiſſion ?—M uſt 
they always continue an appendage to our 
Government, and follow it implicitly through 
every 


| ( 27 ) 
exery change his can happen to it? 
| Wretched condition indeed of Millions of 
Freemen, as good as ourſelves Will you 
ſay that we now. govern equitably, and that 


there is no danger of ſuch revolution ?— 
Would to God that this were true. But 
will you not always ſay the ſame ? Who ſhall 
5 judge whether we govern equitably or not? 
Can you give the Colonies any Security that 
ſuch, a period will never come? '—No— 


THE PERIOD, COUNTRYMEN, IS ALREADY F 
coMEk. The Calamities were at our door. — 
The rod of Oppreſſion was raiſed over us.— 


We were rouſed from our !ſlumbers,—and 


may we never fink into. repole, until we can 
convey a clear and undiſputed inheritance 


to our poſterity. 


This day we are called upon to give a glo- 


rious example of what the wiſeſt and beſt 


of men were rejoiced to view only in ſpe- 
culation. This day preſents the world with 


the moſt auguſt ſpectacle that its annals ever 


unfolded. Millions of Freemen deliberately 
and 


R 
: 


and 8 Beh themſelves into a {os 


ciety for their common defence and common | 


happineſs.— Immortal Spirits of Hampden, 
Locke, and Sydney ! will it not add to your 
benevolent j joys to behold your poſterity riſing 


to the dignity of Men and eVIncing to the 


world the reali'y and expediency of your 8 y. 


tems, and in the actual enjoyment of that 


equal liberty, which you were happy, when 
on Earth, in delineating and recommending 
to mankind !- | 


Other nations have receiyed their Laws 
from Conquerors, —ſome are indebted for a 
Conſtitution to the ſufferings of their Anceſtors 
thro' revolving Centuries : The people of this 


Country alone have formally and deliberately 


chejen a Government for themſelves, and with 


open and uninfluenced conſent bound them- 
{elves into a 1 ſocial Compact. 


this no man proclai aims his birth or wealth, 
as a title to honourable diſtinction, or to ſancti- 
fy Ignorance and Vice with the name of 
hereditary 


"C1 
bereditary Aurloriy. He who has _ 
Zeal and Ability to promote public Felicity 
let him be the /ervant of the Pu blic. x Thie 
Is the only line of diſtinction drawh by Na- 
ture.—Leave the Bird of Night to the Ob- 
ſcurity for which Nature intended him; and 
| expect only from the Eagle to bruſh the 
Clouds with his wings, and look "RON in 5 


che face of the Sun. 75 


Some 2 would perſuade us that they 
have tender feelings for future generations, 
while they are inſenſible to the happineſs of 
a” 1 e the 


— 
— 


* A Celebrated Foreigner gives us a very juſt de- 
ſcription of the Methods by which Eminence is ge- 
nerally acquired in Monarchies. One makes a For- 
tune becauſe he can cringe, another becauſe he can 
lie; this Man, beeauſe he ſeaſonably diſhonours him- 
ſelf; that, becauſe he betrays his friend: But the ſureſt 
means to mount as high as Alberoni, is to offer, like 
him, Ragouts of Muſhrooms to the Duke of Vendome, 
and there are Vendomes every where.—They who 
are called Great, have generally no other aſcendancy 
over us but what our weakneſs permits them, or what 
our meanneſs gives them.“ 


* 30 

the PURA are perpetually forebodin 7 2a 
train of diſentions under our popular Syſtem— 
© Such Men's reaſohing: amounts to this. Give 
up all that is valuable to Great Britain, 
and then you will have no inducement to 
quarrel among yourſelves ;—or ſuffer your- 
ſelves to be chained down by your Enemies, 
| that you may not be * to > fight. with Four 
friends F#—  _ 


A 


This 


A: 


9” "OE" 269. 8 * 1 


1 * * * * *” 2 
4 * 5197 . 2 
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From the abſurd reaſonings of ſome Men we may 
conclude that they are of opinion, that all Free Gp- 
vernments are equally liable to convulſions : but 
the differences that are in the Conſtitution and ge- 
nius of popular Governments are aſtoniſhingly great ; 
fome being for defence ; ſome for increaſe ; ſome more 
equal, others more unequal; ſome turbulent and ſe- 
ditious, others like ſtreams in a perpetual tranquility, 
That which cauſeth much ſedition in a common- 
wealth is inequality, as in Rome where the Senate 
- oppreſſed the People. But if a common-wealth be 
perfectly equal, it is void of ſedition, and has attained 
to perfection, being void of all internal cauſes of diſ- 
ſolution. Many ancient moral writers, Cicero in 
particular, have ſaid, that a well - conſtituted Com- 
rn, is immortal, Aterna E — An equal 


Commoy - 


(-W:) 
This is an inſult on your Virtue: as well as 
your common ſenſe. Your unanimity this 
day and thro' the Courſe of the War is a de- 
ciſive refutation of ſuch invidious predictionst 
Our Enemies have already had Evidence 
that our preſent Conſtitution contains in it 
the juſtice and ardor of Freedom, and the Wiſ- 
dom and Vigor of the moſt abſolute Syſtem. 
When the Law is the will of the People, it 
will be uniform and coherent; but fluctuation, 
contradiction and inconſiſtency of Councils 
mult be expected under thoſe governments 
where every revolution in the Miniſtry of a 
Court produces one in the ſtate: Such being 
the folly and pride of all Miniſters, that they 
ever purſue meaſures directly oppoſite to thoſe 
of their predeceſiors.—— We 


_—_— 


Common-wealth is a Government founded upon a 
balance, which is perfectly popular, and which from 
the balance, thro' the free ſuffrage of the people given 
by ballot, amounts, in the ſuperſtructures, to a Senate 
debating and propoſing; a repreſentative of the people 
reſolving, and a Magiſtracy executing; each of theſe 
three orders being upon Rotation; that i is, elected for 
certain terms, injoining like intervals. 

Vide HARRINGTON. 


— 


3 38 5 

= Wo hall neither. be EM to 8 necel⸗- 
ſery convuliions of Electiue Monarchies, nor 
tothe want of Wiſdom, fortitude and Virus 


in your hands' it will be to perpetuate a _ 
dent, active and juſt Legiſlature, and which 
will never expire till you yourſelves loſe the 


__— which gave it Exiſtence. T bn: 


And, Moeck dt: i sees pee 
3 11 it was ever granted to Mortals to trace the 
dieſigns of Providence, and interpret its mani- 
ſeſtations in favor of their Cauſe, We may, 
with humility of Soul, cry out, not unto us, 
not-unto us, but to thy name be the praiſe. 
The Confuſion of the devices among our 
Enemies, and the rage of the Elements againſt 
them, have done almoſt as much towards 
our ſucceſs as either our Councils or our 


e 


The time at 2 bech this atterapt on our Li- 
berties was made, when we were ripened into 


maturity, bad acquired. a knowledge of War, 
and 


6 


and were free from the incurſions of Enemies 
in this Country the gradual advances of our 
oppreſſors enabling us to prepare for our de- ; 
fence—the unuſual fertility of our Lands and 
Clemency of the Seaſons— the ſucceſs which 
at firſt attended our feeble Arms, producing 
unanimity among our friends and reducing 
our internal foes to acquieſcence theſe 
are all ſtrong and palpable” marks and aſſur- 
ances, that Providence is yet gracious unto 
Zion, that it will turn away che Captivity of 
. | 


£5 


, % 


Fl Our glorious R eformers, when they broke 
. through the fetters of Su perſtition, effected 
1 more than could be expected from an Age 
ſo darkened : But they left much to be done 
by their Poſterity. They lopped off indeed 
' ſome of the branches of Popery, but they left . 
the Root and Stock when they left us under 
the domination of human ſyſtems and deci- 
ſions, uſurping the infallibility which can be 
attributed to Revelation alone. — They de- 
throned one uſurper only to raiſe up another 


F "7 
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5 hey tel allegiance to the Pope, on 
to place the "Civil Magiſtrate i in the A | 
of Chriſt, veſted with Authority to enact 
Lays, and inflict penalties in his Kingdom. 
And if we now caſt our eyes, over the nations 
of the earth we ſhall find, "that" nſtead of 
poſſeſſing the pure Religion. of the Goſpel, 
they may be divided either into Infidels, 
who deny the Truth; or Politicians Who 
wake Religion a ſtalking Horſe for their 


po 'Ambition ; or Profeſſors Who walk in the 


trammels of Orthodoxy, and are more at- 
tentive to traditions and me of Men, 


than to the Oracles of Truth.” 1 


. Civil Msgilrate bas every here 
contaminated Religion by making it an 
Eogine of Policy; and 1 reedom of 
thought and the right of private Judgment, 
in matters c of Conſcience, driven from every 
other Corner of the Earth, direct their 
Courſe to this happy Connery as their laſt 
Aſylum. Let us cheriſh the noble Gueſts, 


and ſhelter them under the wings of an uni- 


— 


(6-38 

verſal Taleration:—Be this the Seat of un- 
bounded Religious Freedom: She will bring 
with her in her Train, Induſtry, Wiſdom: 
and Commerce. She thrives moſt when. 
left to ſhoot forth in her natural luxuriance, 
and aſks from human Policy; only not to be 
checked i in ker growth. 7 n Encour- 
agements. | * 


Thus, wi the beneficence of Providence, 
we ſhall behold an Empire ariſing, founded 
on Juſtice and the voluntary Conſent of the 
People, and giving full ſcope to the exerciſe 
of thoſe faculties and rights which moſt en- 
noble our Species,—Befides the Advantages 
of Liberty and the moſt equal Conſtitution, 
Heaven has given us a Country, with every 
Variety of Climate and Soil, pouring forth 
in Abundance whatever is neceſſary for the 
ſupport, comfort, and ſtrength of a Nation. 
Within our own Borders we poſſeſs all the 
means of ſuſtenance, Defence, and Com- 


merce; at the ſame time theſe Advantages 
are ſo diſtributed among the diſterent States 
| | of 


ES) 


| * this Continent, as if nature nad! in view to 
proclaim to us be united among yourſelves, 
and you will want nothing from "the reſt of 


the world: 


” The more Nothern States moſt amply 


ſupply us with every neceſſary, and many of 
the luxuries of life. With Iron, Timber, 
and Maſts for Ships of Commerce or of War: 
With Flax for the Manufactory of Linen, 
and Seed either for Oil or Exportation. 


So abundant are our Harveſts, that almoſt 


every Part raiſes more than double the quan- 
tity of Grain requiſite for the ſupport of the 
Inhabitants. —From Georgia and the Caro- 
linas, we have, as well for our own Wants, 
as for the Purpoſe of ſupplying the Wants of 
other Powers, Indigo, Rice, Hemp. N aval 


Stores, and Lumber. 


Virginia and Maryland teem with Wheat, 
Indian Corn and Tobacco. Every Nation 
whoſe Harveſt is precarious, or whoſe Lands 

yield 


3% 3 


(37). 


Veld not thoſe commodities, which we culti- 
vate, will gladly exchange their ſuperfluitics 


and Meouiauygs for ours. 


We have es received many and large 


Cargoes of Cloathing, military Stores, &c. 


from our Commerce with foreign powers, 


and in ſpite of the efforts of the boaſted 
Navy of England, we ſhall continue to 8 


by r Connection. 


The want of our Gy" "ve has already 
.Increaſed the price of theſe 'Articles to a great 
height, eſpecially in Britain : without our 
Lumber, it will be impoſſible for thoſe haughty 
Ilanders to convey the products of the Weſt 
Indies to their own Ports—for a while, they 
may with difficulty effect it, but without our 
aſſiſtance, their reſources: ſoon muſt fail — 


Indeed the Weſt India Iſlands appear as the 


neceſſary appendages to this, our Empire: 


They muſt owe their ſupport to it, and cer 
long, I doubt not, ſome of them will from 
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us to; remain independant of 2 or 
make it the int | 
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reſt, of European Powers to 
court our alliance and aid in protectin | 
at the invaſions of others... ve ant 
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What Argument therekurs a” we want, 
to ſhow the eguity of our Conduct, or motive 8 
of Intereſt to recommend it to our prudence ? 
Nature points out the path, and our Enemies 
have obliged us to purſue o og 


I there is any Man ſo baſe or ſo weak, as 
to prefer a dependence on Great Britain to 
the dignity and happineſs of living a Mem- 
ber of 4 free and independent Nation —let 
me tell him, that Necęſity now demands, 
what the generous principles of Patriotiſm 
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of! we bare oo mo other alternative; the 
Independence or che molt ignominious 
Saling ſervitude. 'T he Legions of our E- 
nemies thicken on our Plains LDefolation 
hi Death mark their bloody career; Whilſt 
the mangled corſes of our County med ſeem 
; to cry out to us as a voice flom Heaven 
«will you permit our poſterity to groan 
under the galling chains of our murderers— 
gas our blood been expended in Vaind-Is 
the only reward which our Conſtanoy; till 
death, has obtained for our-Countiy, that it 
ſhould be ſunk into a deeper and more ig- 
nominious  Vaſſalage?—Recolle@! 0 are 
the men that demand your ſubmiſſion; to 
vhoſe decrees you ate invited to pay bbedi- 
ence ! Men, who unmindful of their rela- 
tion to you as Brethren, of your long im- 
plicit ſubmiſſion to cheir Laws; ef the ſacri- 
fice which you and your Fore: Fathers made 
of your natural advantages for Conimeree 

to their Avarice, - formed a deliberate: plan 
to wreſt from you the ſmall pittance of Pro- 
ey which they had permitted you to ac- 


quire. 
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— den had b. b = 1, made 
Anceſtors ; 8 conveyed i into your Ci 
cenary; Soldiery to compel you t to ſubt 

5 diene, Cowardice ; en; 1 Hypocriſy 
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vou to ſurrender your rights into their hands 


„ r tre tbe Men who have let looſe the mercileſs 


Savages to riot in he Blood of their Brethren 


ho have dared to-eſtabliſh Popery Tri- 


umphant in our Land; who have taught 
treachery to your Slaves, and courted them to 
afſaſſinate your wives and Children, . _ 


Theſe are the Men to whom we are ex- 
horted to ſacrifice the bleſſings which Provi- 
denee holds out to us—the happineſs, the 
 &ignity of uncontrouled Freedom and — 
dence. 


Let 


by inſult and Murder —vho al ed your: Pa- gs 


Sha Fs Men, IE.) now invite *, 


"bet not Four generous Indignation/ "9M 


8. 5 5 rt 2gainſt any among us, who may 
7M adviſe. ſo abſurd and madning, 2. meaſure.” 
3 Their number! is but few and daily decreaſes ; 

+ and the Spirit which can render them n 


of Slavery. * ren der them contem * 
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Our Union is now „ compleat ; z;.C o Con- 
# ſtiturion com poſed, eſtabliſhed and ap- 
8 proved. Vou are now the Guardians of your 
£ own Liberties. —We may juſtly addreſs you, 
as the Decemviri did the Romans, and lay, 
« Nothing that we propoſe can pals into a 
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cc Law without your. Conſent, —Be- your=-: 
« ſelves, O Americans, the Authors of 1 


1 Laus on Which your happineſs depends.” 5 


Ven bare now wall dend, Arche MiB 
cient to repel the hole force of your Ene- 
mies and their baſe and mercenary Auxilia- 


ries. The hearts of your Soldiers beat high” 
with the ſpirit of F reedom— they are ani- 
mated with the juſtice of thei cauſe, and while 
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3 coc pc 0 2 | F rel es w 0 aughi a at the rights 
Human who! turn Religion into deriſion, 
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5 uld, Ks higher Wages, direct their 


1 
1 


4 3 


"againſt | their Leaders or their Coun- 
—Go on then | in n Jour, 
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it in the future. 
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you the common danger, and 1 
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my Sou, than that my aſhes may be mingle | 
with thoſe of a Warren and Montgomery — 


E is—That theſe ann Sfates may never 
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common Glory If T have a wiſh dearer to 
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